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Seven Times
A Knight:

Wayne Leung explains his
staying power

Earthquake:

Could HK survive a tremor?
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The city’s ineffectual smoking ban

The Desirability Of Democracy:
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Grand statements for a palacial home



Maltese
Fab One

A truly unique dwelling, Malta's
Il-Palazz tal-Kontessa is an
audacious fusion of classic and
contemporary chic design

With lighe ar s hearr, 1-Palazz ral-Konressa—
literally “the Palace of the Countess™—is
a vibrant fusion of contemporary design
and romantic architecrural heritage. This
exceptional family home is set in the idyllic
village of Rabar on the island of Malta,
Surrounded by the Medirerrnean sea, i is
only a short trip from the south of Sicily.

Although it was construered in the lare
19th century, the huild]ng’s architectural
themes are homage to the island’s tradirional
royval abodes. As its name sugpests, it draws
heavily on the style of the palatial villas of
the elegant Maltese countess. Afrer falling
into disrepair throughour the 20ch century,
this magnificent residence has been lovingly
ri:s.lur::i:l in recent :ﬂ::.irs. I: h:ls IJE‘I:“ re=
imagined as an outstanding family home and
a purpose-built business base, ideal to mach
all of its owner's needs,

TI"“.' f'ri:tl!tsl:—burn dcﬁig“ff Car]u
Schembri is behind its bold refurbishment.
His sense of fun and advenwurous sryle
shines through threughour the building.

This is most noticeable in his use of light
and space o caprure a hazy, ethereal
ambience, Visiting this fabulous home is
to experience the allure of living our a ruly
aristocratic fantasy. Ar a certain times of
the day—particularly dusk and dawn—irt is
Pt:rﬁ:ct]}r ]:lu:“ihll: to be ::ampli:tchr lost in a
dream of splendours past,

The resplendent local archirecture is a
testament to Malias |nng hisr:}r_v and classical
rraditions. This comparatively tiny island was
originally serded by Sicilian farmers around
4000 BC. These carly arrivals construcred
enormous Meolithic temples thar are now
among the oldest free-standing scructures
in the world, with traces of that classical
architectural know-how still d:lriy apparcnt
within the walls of [I-Palazz al-Kontessa,
Impressive examples are still abundane, all
decorated with intricare spirals intended
to evoke the tree of life and huusing |:1rgc
collections of fabulous sculprures, including
the beauriful Ve of Male,

By 700 BC the ancient Greeks had
arrived, using the island as a tading port
between laly and the British lsles, Within
a few hundred years Malwa became part of
the l]lrifing Roman Em]:!irc. The p-l:riud
introduced highly decarative mosaic floors
and exquisite marble columns indicarive
of rmpiric.'ll might and fortune. Yer again
we can see the influences of this formarive
period in the conceits of its latter-day cousin,

Mlongside are the visible influences of
the later Roman adoprion of Christianiry.
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MNowable are the warrens of burial chambers

and caitacombs beneath Rabar, Best observed
through early Christian frescoes, these deep
runnels provide a spirinual heart for the town,
The historical ambience of design provides
the perfect locale for a traditional family
stronghold and the inspirational setring for
entrepreneurial crearivity.

The Palace of the Countess draws
strongly on the style of aristocratic residences
built during the 14th century, when the
Sicilian crown ruled the island. The sons of
the monarchy carried the tite of Count and
they remained in governance for aver 200
years. In 1530 Charles 1 of Spain gave the
island to a legendary religious military order:
the Knights of Malra.

These days the island is famed as the
mini-Hollywood of the Medirerranean,
les hybrid heritage has led 1o its frequent

by \\“’W.Iglfi.'rll.'l-l- CIONm

use as a historical backdrop to big-budger
htﬂckhus[:‘r&- E.Pil: :ll:l'l-'l:nlurcs 5|.'|.E1'| as
Gladiarar, Tray and even the fanrastical
League of Extraordinary Gentlemen were
all filmed here. It's siill nor uncommen
o spot the occasional A-lister enjoying a
comfortable retreat,

Schembri and his design partner, the
ltalian archirect Antonio Zardoni, have
used a fir helping of silver-screen magic to
create this characteristically famboyant bu
welcoming mansion, At times, admirvedly, it
flies close to the wind, coming dangerously
close to crassing from bold to garish,
However, this is a place thar still manages
o ooze considered style. Although they are
a private family, the palace’s current owners
are indeed familiar with such high-concepr
design aestherics, The inrerior has been

distinetly tailored to their requirements and

2 Glass fioonng for the
most indulgent dance

3 Contemporary finshes
comphermient traditional
structunes

the positive relarionship between architecr
and client is clearly apparent ¢ UL

Peter Rabitz, a spokesman for the current
residents, says: “IF you had any shred of a
daubt concerning just what the home-owners
did for a living, stepping into their fromt
door would dispel any initial specularion
ar suspicion. The first two rooms, designed
to receive visitors, are actually also working
studios. They are intended to combine
functionality and fun. Baoks, sketches,
swatches of paper and assorted paraphermnalia
all add ro the feel thar this is where ‘magic’
happens. The design was carried out by
renowned strategists who planned the space
down to the most minute of details.”

The inclusion of two office studios
allows for a healthy balance of family and
waork life. Allowing for the proximity of the
two is a clear demonstration of the fexibilice
af this unique building. In order 1o maximise
a dear distinction between the commercial
and the personal, the property’s working arcas
have their own private entrances, allowing
business to be conducted withour disruption.

Moving into the home, any visitor
will first be struck by its brilliant white
décor, accented with splashes of colour
and carefully selected contemporary design
icons, With a nod te its historical roots,
the palace entrance is dominated by an
eXIravagant centrepiece mosaic carrying

the Malrese Knight's circular crest. This is






